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Called Lanka in the great Indian epic
Ramayana - the Taprobane of the Greek and
Latin authors and Serendib in the tales of Arab
sailors - Sri Lanka, was a great centre of maritime
commerce for 2500 years of its history. It owes
this to its geographic location in the Indian
Ocean, at the southern extremity of the Indian
sub-continent, on the maritime routes between
Arabia and China, to the advantages offered by
natural ports, bays, estuaries, and navigable
rivers facilitating the trade of its products such
as beads, precious stones, tortoise shell, ivory,
rice, honey, elephants, and, especially, spices,
not only with the outside world, but also with
the hinterland. The acquaintance of the world
during the early historic period was limited to
three continents : Europe, North Africa and
Asia, therefore, the Indian Ocean was the only
known Ocean to the navigators of the Western
world. As a result, the island of Lanka became
an inevitable destination of the mariners and the

centre of the Indian Ocean trade.

The accounts given by classical authors
about the Island of Lanka’s trade with the outside
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world constitute a rich source of information. It
was during Alexander the Great’s expedition in
India that Greeks such as Nearchos, Onesicritos,
Aristoboulos, and, via them, Eratoshenes,
became aware of the island of Taprobane after
its ancient name Tambapanni). It was already
known from the Export of its elephants to
India. The discovery of the phenomenon of
monsoons at the end of the Hellenistic era and
the possibilities they offered to voyagers on the
high seas resulted at the beginning of our era in
the establishment of the first contacts with rome.
At the end of the first century C.E. Pliny the
Elder, already well informed about the island(V1,
81-91), referred to a delegation sent to Rome
by the Sinhalese king at the time of Emperor
Claudius (41-54). According to Pliny, this visit
was the result of an accidental trip to Sri Lanka
by an emancipated slave of the commercial
tax farmer of the Red Sea. A corroborating
indication is provided for approximately the
same era by the Pali canon Vamsattha Pakasini
or Mahavamsa Tika( 34, 13-16), according to
which Sri Lanka sent ambassadors to the country
of Romanuka(Rome). Ptolemy (second century
C.E.) gives a number of details,often exact, on

the situation and the geography of the country.



He mentions local products, and for the first time
we find in his work a list of the towns of the
island with indications of their location. Such
precise knowledge of the country on the part of
ptolemy shows that information reached him
directly from merchants who had visited the
Island. Cosmas, a sixth century CE Greek writer
from Egypt, wrote in his Christian Topography -
“This Sieledive, situated in a way at the heart of
India .....receives from all markets and exports to

all markets : it is a great commercial centre.”

The present talk will be based on the

recent archaeological evidence obtained from

the ongoing project of the shipwreck dating back
to the second BCE found five kilometres from
the ancient port-site of Godavaya (Ambalantota),
and also from the north and east coast very
particularly, at Kandarodai, Neelagiriya,
Deegavapiya and Kuchchaveli. The discovery
of Black and Red Ware, Grey Ware, Rouletted
Ware, Chinese porcelain, Roman, North and
South Indian coins in these sites denote active

trade activities.

Base on a lecture delivered recently at the CBSL Auditorium - Rajagiriya.
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Deatt

Who ever lives must one day die

Great or small they end in your claws
Death the agent of immutable laws

In what you do who will question why
To them either giving ample time

Or with suddenness lightning like.

As your master bids death you strike
Disregard bud stage old age or the prime.
But death you are a necessary end

For the world to be a hospitable one

And each has to part his part having done
In the time great system would lend

However glorified with life it is a must

That dust returns to rest in the dust.

W.D.A.Raymond.(554)
(011-2231357)
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Sandewa -

To breath in new life to the magazine and more to widen the member participation in the
contributing of articles to it, we hope to introduce a new feature into Sandewa. That section will
accomodate and reflect your past experiences and shiny capabilities if only you will write to us.
Your descriptions may include your hobbies, ideas and views, experiences, capabilities, and even
draw backs and disappointments if yu opt to tell them.

Sandewa is your own magazine. You dont have to shy away from it. We want more and
more of you to write for it and make it yours. With your compositions kindly send both a new
photograph of you and an old one to make you better known among the readers. (Please see page
19.)

Whom to send your writings,

Sinhalese - Amarapala Karasingha Arachchi - 56/5, Jayasri Place, Galthude, Panadura
(038 - 2234226)

Tamil - Mrs. Leela Mohan Sundaram - 521/1G, Galle Road,Colombo 06.
(011-2360665 )

English - W.D.A. Raymond - 98/3, Negombo Road, Kandana.
(011 -2231357)
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A baby elephant’s dream

Chained to it I am under a tree
Though they give me enough to eat
Speak fondly and take good care
My mind flees to Yala forest

For the freedom and company there

On our long journeys in the forest
In search of new feeding grounds
Scenic beauty surrounds some lakes
But to see enough of them

Too short were our stops, breaks

Walking walking far in the forest

How my little legs would ache

When I stopped the legs failing

From the moving herd mother comes back

To urge with love the needed going

Mother to pet me and give your warmth
To suck sweet milk from your udder

To eat tasty grass your trunk offers
Come soon and redeem me

Please mother come,your son suffers

The sight of our seperation oh mother
To me is a lasting sorrow

your tearful eyes of the day

In my mind’s eye still L see

Oh mother secretly come to take me away

P. Dulman Pieris (1165)

MEANING OF ADOPTION

Teacher was discussing a picture of a family to first
Graders. One little boy in the picture had different

colored hair than the others. Somebody suggested
maybe he was adopted. A little girl said, *“ I know all
about ‘adoption’ I was adopted.” “What does it mean
to be adopted ?” asked another child. “ It means ’said
the girl, “ that you grew in your mommy’s heart instead

122

of her tummy

Whenever disappointed with my spot in life, I stop

and think about little Jamie. Jamie was trying for a

part in the school play. His mother told me that he’d

set his heart on being in it, though she feared he

would not be chosen. On the day the parts were
awarded, I went with her to collect him after school.
Jamie rushed up to her, eyes shining with pride and
excitement.. ‘Guess what, Mom.” he shouted, and then
said those words that will remain a lesson to me..“ I * ve

been chosen to clap and cheer’

Take Care

There was a contest to find the most caring child. The
winner was a four-year-old child. His next door
neighbor was a elderly gentleman who had recently
lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy
went into the old gentleman’s yard, climbed onto his
lap, and just sat there. When his mother asked him
what he had said to the neighbor, the little boy just
said, ‘Nothin, I just helped him cry.’

Source : Holy Trinity Community Magazine
Sent by: Yvonne Amarasekera (602)
(011-2645162)
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Next Volume

Please forward all your writings (speciality Tamil & English) including
articles, poems, stories, comedies etc., filled with your emotions, feelings,
knowledge and creativity for the next volume of “sandewa”.

With that if you can send a recently taken Photograph of yourself with
mentioning your name, it will be highly appreciated.
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