TR ED

odaldusaledd y@uches

0% Doy BEBmeBed
So®®c
2013 @bz

sED 6E0a ¢ www.sendewaorg Boad @890 1 info@cbpa.com

aom QDI55MNews/2013 0065 8 o Dust@ tentos@sined Goeld nte el

sg=

@0 SDICBRSIeE seﬁg‘aw

S @80el B Besndn®

Abrief Note on the activities of L

the executive committee ' 03

setimudned S0DD 04

oeim Bs eddred 04-05.

Call From the Past Part || = eeia 06510 %

How | became Latha 10

=235 e, @aasa @amdca 9

S809=10 eapdd Bxdnms 11-13
R .~
S

"Tr|bute tothe Reccvery UnitofthelCU 15

Dpetom el Ben 16-17 -
g8 gorl 08 e € 17
Bem 8tk 18
S88 wow i AR
o8 0:8m0 i on s 10
Three Day Trip
World's longest married co'
th' irsecrets 2 1
)
=70
23
24
25-26
26
27
B
P8 ne Do B Ry
ssews’ SewifDsl T

Se® esdgs

ooy wwies

ortobic OB.u.d. epvinends) Pumy
05t o2 Bmiss

50,.0.8. en0SacDE Bum

©d edm@

Sneme doetind B (2715419)
06 estnesln B.aill cos.a Sumy  (033-2226352)
©oL ¢ ocn? (ore® eoedindn)

(2784320)

(2910869)

$:5.08. enendos® Sum (2845054)
©d1 8 DeDn8m

28 BBcomi@ Bu (2614717)
00y B8 snewifo odn®

8857 hemmbemiE B0 (2521501)

&3@& B8, morencrts Sooy (033-2222546, 033-2232605)
5.8, dollen Domn (aEe efda)

8 eOmBY edsHiE flcmend 8o (2583667)
emEds D8s! o8 BoeY) .

©G Ee.68). BOETTin Bumn (2977865)
Office Bearers
Hon, President Dr, M.U.A, Thennakoon (2784320)

Hon. V. President Mr. H.A.G. Hettiarachchi  (2910869)

(2715419)
(033-2226352)
Hon. Assist. Secretary (Editor - Sendawa)

Hon. Secretary Mrs. Manel Jayasekara
Hon. Treasurer Mr. D.R. Dayawansa

Mr. R.M. Seneviratne (2845054)
Hon. Assist. Treasurer
Mrs. H.J. Wimalasoma (2614717)
Hon. Social Secretary
Mrs. Aira Wegadapola (2581501)

Committee Members
Hon. T.G. Karunadasa (033-2222540, 033-2232605)
{2583667)

{2977865)

Mr. Terance Saundranayagam

Hon. S.D. Karunaratna




| cocetesecs g |
sIModigdhes oSJAcs

aeg wew one glud exlimBcen vy oLdur 98 OB Bg® B & o O Brom
eHdnen! g¢ Cens e@end eRhend muI8 B8C 854, groedn 8a ¢ 0105 1o g &g 885
oD DEE BOE 200N DePE) Beouc EBes on BIY, emet el “tied” BLHD e Bag
@008 Bx ¢fin ¢ (B0 wv Byosides gOIT B B0 B Bon eeBedem SilseS. &
BE MCE BE BEEDETD 000 ondn “wig®” Bliss 8gebe wwis o Omd emed om0
e@oed By §E w8e ne Sl 500 018 5O v 98 on £8 =g 008,

@20 a0 D90 Bwn B8Y duider mdn cq 00 88 ddBE 9EE oty e Bue Breod .’
BJ e 018 2o g0 LlCmE FodO 588 Lo een g8 BOEH mees.

o® gnedsl BgiPnidried (0> ydnwsl P8 8o Be® 8108 Deves 0o B86® mne
B€act Een »8ged ei@faizicds twis &80 8 Fn »E@edsSHe Lo B9
150¢BE0 »Ogn BEEO eee®. OB oo Bedis Daewss, ¥ 60 tmed mdm ¢ &8 Bedon
@i 868 BEde vuidon DEES 8v Bon 20uBn®r 6Em 2012 geoidn @6 13 O E» 988ust
mim GE. (Boons opde "miged” ¢ g non %) 82 eon® On I eBofn® enmd
DEOMBICHIS 8B gue b 50585 L. 88 c8dcar Busus! 8550 codm ce
D@ 919¢ Busd 0515 &0 20 Dness 00D gve Ben 885 884 Bee B8c OmEsm and
N EDEE, D8 018 e guIcs B0 VT BEo® QS Beln 995 558 Scm B8c8siuenears
ezng amc £ Be®mn 5O 008 &8 as S890 evng @® coBBeda. ﬁ@zﬂﬁié@m@ 2858
o8 BoesE g0, 2012 o¢e®RU 27 02 &5 Bode O win ASSeH me, o BEIcH eoc®ecs
@0 qeuts SOBO0 @OEY 661tn GE. 680 ¢DedE 8 Becmed genes Hed uo8m Dgr®
010 Sedm9es’ 908 B0 0B sew (H08S Bud 39 cuddsn 88 odm ed =tk
8518 QY et mes eDamNOeE. 008 2arEIDs SeEn B Sen 0efaifsitoc g8es
0 BT (B0 028 B SOiiod wew gdar BBES coecd cAHOS 30 aBE
Fon Sboss oogy B08. 8 ¢nd Bdisn 2800 BBEs cosett BB o8 coecs O
omgn 0ef i Seeny, 8 Bx® 18 Bsom b 868 ©g0 sy g® Sy ir
sconidnas 0o D wePombadessd ocm esc® oz 2013 eoRTDNs B 01 B Sid
8828 emBud eo 9ffius Bom ¢ 088 Credm YBOIs #n® o ¢¥n 988 Bees £5€0
BBxBsied cuecs e o500 gedsBna.

80 2800 vyl B e ddbed o Bl §wiwd Huds 008 Ded ne B B B@Bm
088D 088mdss Bug eern eBneds & eewmd Ji. 25,000.00 ;853 8 80emtnd Bemaans
THOS BID CE. YelsD BEs® dnenn, (0 ey odid nusden 8558 & 88
ICBCEER BB &8 et esfmicens By ocer 80 »8, Byed 9c8e Biwm 89D
OBz @ D, St 20,000.00 @185 0 ES20ds N0 B85 800¢ mOYE ewicm ¢8. 80 eendy,
Ego8muzl and Dt wdi8eid Hifl Eaa B89 wewo 0R0dd v BeiBuS Bgi8man eDmedss
08 100D egwe ¢, Demic B e ¢ LIEVIBE wew mOYD BOD G2 2¢ 20
v B» Bem eedes gBeir POY e P8 ©od BBues Bowdens =0 (@110
ePRoIVess] ¢ O From Qo LI ¢LEe 0D ewldon BE e gElfus Bo® GE.

&» A1on Bxifnlsl 00 edbe pe emEReTIB ¢t Byesitas! ao et uen® Bo RS
el WE ©gB O Vs O ¥ ednd B8 etmE S 90 “e1610" BEIBLeE e eSS
&m0, "0 mOedOs 918 §igen 60 9E0us B sewr BRed anens cdsiest BB G5,

©8.9.9. ensnenis

e —




202D 2013 &by nees | 3

Bsm em®led Gmmon® BERE emd 0®®e

?
2000 &ma08 01 €m0 g@eu) Bgi® Bwgsio eslden BEi® 510d yBealbmwnl caEd wews
o@D, 8o em@led gim gogen Bw. 2000 &8 01 §0 yoBenxd 5@ ci@ds! ¢
Be® D10 yBenilm g8eddn 3 8 51 oif gt Bl ces emiE goPimnds EPmbs B
Ben8x B o 80 Don Bgdnisied .08, conm 858 9182 Se0mis §Emnudy ¢8®
esgeon 2011.12.31 €50 gy 838eailn 818 mees’ ©1 88 B ad80ie8E e gdtim s nevs
$50E353EINTODE e e 8D endi€ »Etn Bg1® 9198 pPemd etBle Bugy a® ezl
28 afsids s B8cs vdm g 5
2013 B898 13 € w5050 eugy Bede @ o duBed® g edn vidm» c¢ dcs ©bE,
Som o8, B8 BandeBs’ vy simdd ooy, ®158 858 emie® ofn (@.8.em)
Bue® 898850 BEun uiB enihde Bx® 910 0B B08F 9Cc »iren uwiEE B8e8
EBunf 9busl m0» cE. 81D 888 ¥, (80.8.0mm) aued E8c gdes gy ©e: On
Aen edes odn, 9Efor! e am. 926 Bwi®livws? 915@ BEReD Boens B8 eews aleBn
Greosl EEno EEun Aciemieditineds’ £

BremE Sseudmo
©0 eEm8

Abriefnote on the activities of the executive committee

The attention of the executive committee was mainly focused on obtaining a reasonable Pension
revision to those who retired from service from 1% January 2000 onwards has been for three
consecrative occasions fixed at party 5% which quite inadequate. Therefore Central Bank
Pensioner's Association has written to the management to convert hypothetically the cast drawn
salary at the time of retirement to the corresponding to the subsequent revised salary scale as at
31.12.2011in order to elimination exciting Pension animates.

As mandated at the special general meeting of the Association held on 13" January 2013 the
Execution Committee in consultation with the lawyers has made representation to the Human rights
commissions (H.R.C.) requesting a fair pension increase to all pensioners. The H.R.C. has forwarded

our letter to the governor Central Bank for necessary actions. we are awaiting a reply from the
governor to decide on further action.

Manel Jayasekara
Hon. Secretary
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The last time | wrote was about
the life in the EPF, from where |
was able to seek a transfer to
the Banking Department in
1964, of course with a tap from
my friend Buddy Hesse, a witty
crackerjack fellow who stood
over six foot six and recently
promoted to Staff Class and
posted to the Establishments
Department. | met Buddy in
the EPF when he came to work
overtime as a Staff Assistant,
with several others to help
clear the backlog of mail
accumulated over days with
the heavy influx of

contributions to the fund in its

early days. It was high fun
listening to their antidotes,
which helped dispel the
monotony of doing the same
thing nonstop. Subba who had
an Indian ancestry,
affectionately Gandhi for
many, was at the receiving end
of their avalanches. Buddy in
his own inimitable style used
to tease Gandhi subjecting the
chap to much prurient
curiosity. Our curiosity went a
mile and a half to later find an
unusually valid reason for he
was married to his own sister's
daughter.

In an era when people of high
integrity, character, intellect
and wisdom are a rare
commodity, it was a moment
for satisfaction to have come

under the likes of Shelton and
Gunam, when | found myself
landed in the Banking Division.
Shelton was the Chief
Accountant [CA] and Currency
was also under him. He had his
own ways, distinctly different
from others of getting about
things. As he walks in, everybody
is concerned and Alahakoon,
affectionately Ralahamy to
everyone, is there like a prayer in
attendance, to open the huge
bottom drawer on the right side
of his unusually formidable
table. It is kept open till he goes
to lunch. He hated cubicles. In
fact once when the Secretariat
tried to construct a cubicle for
him, he refused point biank
saying that he wanted to see his
staff working. He was of the old
school type. His flowing hand
was almost flawless. Everything
that he did was methodical and
accomplished. He was
disciplined and dignified in his
actions and never seen attired in
dark or gloomy clothing. He was
soft spoken and never offensive.
The story goes that when the
Bank was housed in the Hemas
building, an Assistant to the
Governor [AG] had come, onone
of his unannounced visits and
supposed to have put his foot on
the open drawer. Shelton
ignored him unconcerned.
When the AG went on talking in
his own indomitable style,

Shelton still pretended not to hear
or see. The AG had continued with
his aggressive talk. Shelton brooks
no nonsense and had looked up
and without uttering a word,
signaled the AG to take his foot off
the drawer and sitin front. The AG
realizing his folly went and sat in
frontand then only Shelton asked
him what he wants. That was his
nature, He did not like to be
pushed around. Despite all this, |
am aware of certain instances
where he did not hesitate to seek
the opinion of even a clerk, if he

thinks it is worthwhile..Shelton

never travelled abroad on efficial
duty. He was averse to air travel.
Such travel was entrusted to
Gunam his able and charismatic
deputy. Kanagalingam was
Shelton's private assistant, who in
fact was more than a private
secretary and affectionately
looked after all aspects, relating to
privacy and secrecy. There was no
hanky- panky with Kanag.

Shelton's able deputy was that
charismatic, energetic and
charming Gunam. He is there like
a prayer seated at his desk at least
fifteen minutes before time
elegantly dressed radiating his
charm. He never wore spectacles
even ata mature age. Buthe had, |
believe, a third eye capturing in
his vision each and everybody
entering the floor in the morning.
His relationship with Shelton was
very special. What was most

—
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unusual about him was that he
never sat directly in front of
Shelton, even in an all
important stimulating
conversation. Shelton will
guietly tell Alahakoon or Kanag
to call Gunam although
Gunam is seated just about six
feet away to his left. Gandhi
from Wellawatte, Hector from
Panadure, HMR of Kandyan
ancestry, Ms. David from
Colombo 7, Kingsley from
Dehiwala and of course Bandu
from the village formed the
other staffers. Later
Premaratne and VS
Subramaniam joined as
deputies who ended up as CAA
in time, Hector was a special
guy. Nobody knew whether he
was in or out. As officers were
not required to mark their
attendance in a Register unlike
today, the leave clerk had to be
vigilant to spot him to enabtle
him to mark him present or
absent. The authority to sign
cheques and other documents
normally with an officer of the
staff class had been long
withdrawn from him. His
signature of course had a
bearing on internal
documents. He isthere sozzled
to the gills on many an
afternoon but knew his
bearings. He once gave a
lesson of a lifetime to an
Afghan who came to the office
demanding settlement. In the
presence of a few of us he
demanded to see the pro-note
and after snatching it from the

Afghan, to his bewilderment and
to our astonishment gulped it
down. The poor fellow was seen
going down the stairs cursing to
him-self. One fine day he was
made to sign an internal memo.
Pillainayagam was the author. It
read as follows." | Hector XX do
hereby grant permission to the
holder of this letter, to cut myself
into four and hang the four
pieces in the four corners of the
bank”. The next day he was
shown the letter and a bottle
demanded or else the letter
would be shown to Shelton. He
settled for the former. HMR was
in-charge of current accounts.
Later, after Ms. David came she
got the job. Gandhi, Kingsley and
Bandu took care of all other
areas.

Wijesiri Nanayakkara, Arandara,
Mahalingam, Shanmugasamy,
Jlamion, Kanagalingam,
Augustine, Pillainayagam,
Charitha Ranasinghe, Pillay,
Spencer, Clemont Perera,
George Fonseka, Kuthoos,
Roland Weerasinghe, Herby
Pieris, Padmini Ratnayake,
Kodikara and Nelum are the
names that | could remember
now of the non-staffers at that
time. Kris Pullenayagam who
had a car, a Skoda, Gandhi
Subramaniam and Manohara
were the Staff Assistants.
Charitha also had a car,a DKW, it
was not difficult to maintain a
car in those days with petrol at
Rs.1.55 a gallon, if one could find
the initial money to buy the
vehicle. In 1967 with the

introduction of FEECS it was
required to accommodate more
staff to form the FEECS Division. It
was headed by Noel Ranasinghe
and his staff included Anton
Edirisinghe, Doreen
Athulathmudali and several
others. In iate 60s Tissa
Siriwardene, Asoka Malimage,
Nimal Cooray, [bola] Tuder
Wickremasinghe and
Dharmawathie joined the band
wagon. Wijesiri was the leader of
the gang. Everybodyaccepted him
as their chief spokesman. Unlike
today everybody who comes to
the department anew has to start
fram scratch. So wasyoung callow
me, introduced to the weorld of
debits and credits and posting the
second foreign ledger [recoded in
the statement form to enable the
officer signing the ledger for easy
cross checking] was my first job
and graduated over the years to
do the most important job,
foreign exchange operations and
investments. All statements sent
to banks were hand written. The
statements sent to foreign banks
were typed written for clarity.
There was nothing electronic. The
Olympia adding machines were
the electrically operated
implements. However, we had to
depend on the all important
Friden machine that made an odd
sound, grr, grer grer, grererrrern, to do
the calculations. Everyone knew
by-heart the conversion rates for
Dollars, Sterling Pounds and
Indian Rupees, that ran up to
thirteen decimal places. In the
afternoon the demand for the
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converter is so high that there
were occasions of people
standing in line to take the
turn. The mad rush for sending
cables in buying and selling
foreign exchange normally in
the afternoon in a way was
most exciting. The cable is
typedin Englishand sent to the
Secretariat for coding and
dispatching the coded
message through the
government telecom
department. Zavahir and
Hayvard and later iones and
Kusum knew when | shout
from my desk to type the cable
out and send it to me.

The Clearing House at the far
end of the hall was of special
significance, in that
representatives from all banks
sat at eight in the marning first
for the Settlement Clearing
and immediately thereafter
the First Clearing. The Second
Clearing is at 12 Noon. A
Central Bank Officer is in
charge and he is the Clearing
House Supervisor. Wijesiri,
Charitha, Augustne, Kuthoos
and later Ariyawansa headed
the Clearing House during the
period of nine years that | was
in the Banking but | never did.
The Clearing House Supervisor
habitually come for a chat-a-
tee to the Clearing Accounts
[Bilateral Trading Accounts
with China, USSR, Yugoslavia,
Romania, Syria etc] table after
their morning work, perhaps
to get over the monotony of
being alone. This section had

four tables put together with a
rotating phone fixed at the
centre. Once at a conversation
Augustine mentioned that he is
trying hard to get an
introduction to Thiruchelvam a
Minister of the then
government. Pillainayagam,
who was listening nonchalantly,
said he wouldn't mind giving a
letter of introduction. After
Augustine pleading with him he
said he will have the letter ready
for him to collect before going
home. After taking a few steps
on his way to his seat, probably
on second thoughts, he returned
and inquired from Pillainayagam
how he knows the Minister so

well. "No, he does not know me_

but | do know him as the
Minister of Local Government
and you wanted a letter and |
volunteered to give it because
you and | are good friends" said
Pillainayagam tongue-in-cheek.
He did not hesitate in blasting
Pillainayagam cursing in all the
filth that he could command and
Pillainayagam had to run for dear
life. However, life in the
department was peaceful. Each
and everyone helped one
another not only in office
matters but on the domestic side
as well, although as it often
happens there were one or two
wet blankets too. This solidarity
was displayed when the books
are not balanced before closing
time due obviously to a 'bull’
made by any one of us. Nobody
went home till the books are
balanced for the day. That was

the comradeship that existed then
and no overtime was asked for or
paid. However, the atmosphere
had changed drastically after the
old brigade left banking and
invasion by the fairer sex. Kris,
now domiciled in Canada, was a
writer, a dramatist and admirer of
anything artistic. One fine day
Wijesiri suggested that we learn
ballroom dancing and Kris helped
in finding an instructor named
Cooke in Kollupitiya. On
appointed days of the week we
assembled at the instructor's
residence at Kollupitiya in the
evening before going home. | liked
the jive taught by a comely burger
lady instructor, even Shan and
Mahalingam joining the essay:
With the enforcement of the five
year transfer policy, Wijesiri,
Pillainayagam, Augustine and
several others got transfer orders
to other departments. | was there
till January 1974. Many changes
took place during the period. With
the introduction of the FEECS
more staff was absorbed in. It was
after Tissa, Asoka, Dharma and
Doreen was there that | launched
a FUND with each member
contributing by way of any
number of shares, if 1 could
remember right each share being
Rs.25. | was the Chairman of the
Board and Tissa and Dharma
looking after the accounting side.
Members are given loans on the
security of the total deposit
available. If the loan amount
exceeds the total deposits at
disposal the request is considered
favourably on the guarantee of
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another member. The rate of
interest was reasonable but
was more than the commercial
bank rates. At the end of the
financial year the
contributions are refunded
with interest less any loan
outstanding. Many benefitted
from the FUND.

The Bank experienced one of
its worst days when a fire
broke-out on the roaof just
above the Government
Accounts Branch of the
Banking Department on 25
July, 1968 at about 10.30 am. |
was one of the first to see the
fire flashing across the roof like
lightening as | sat at the Cash
Book table. Arandara who was
trained in fire fighting was the
first to rush and pull out the
hose but found no water
coming from the tap. It was a
mad rush as each and
everybody was trying to out-
smart the other in trying to
get-out of the building. The
day being the Pay-Day of the
Bank, the cashiers were half-
way on their job when the fire
broke out and they had a hell
of a day in safeguarding the
cash in their custody and get to
safety. The commotion
however, was over within
about an hour after the fire
brigade put the fire out with
the help of the Bank staff
without much damage. But
the most important aspect of
the whole episode was that
the cashiers stood under the
shade of the Kottamba tree

holding to their suit cases of cash
and came back and handed over
the cash to the authorities to
find that not a cent was lost,
signifying the hallmark of the
integrity and character of the
staff of the day. It compares with
the contrasting situation that
arose as a result of the LTTE
attack on the Bank on January
31, 1996, when Boyagoda and
Kumar Perera had to go at dead
of night armed with padlocks to
safeguard the entrance to the
vault. We cannot help but feel
sorry for ourselves over the
deterioration of human valuesin
the Bank over the years.

By this time Gunam who had
been appointed as the Chief
Accountant, after being
groomed for the job by Shelton,
was succeeded by Banda, a
Kandyan who was the deputy to
Gunam for some time. Gunam
went to the ninth flooras AG and
Shelton who had moved up
earlier fell sick. He was flown to
England for treatment despite
his hoodoo for air travel. It was
learnt that it was the first time
that Shelton had taken sick leave
and in factit was his |ast.

Banda who was the next to
become the Chief Accountant
after Gunam went to the ninth
floor, in fact came from the ninth
floor after being Secretary to the
Governer - served as Gunam's
deputy for some time. He was
always immaculately clad in
white. He was a good tennis
player too and in fact it was in
the tennis court that he met his

wife, a Central Bank girl. He was
also a softball cricket enthusiast.
We once witnessed a very
unpleasant experience with an
ungrateful leftwing trade
unionist. This trade unionist was
given a lift daily from his home to
the Bank and back by Banda until
he recovered from a broken leg -
mind you solely with good
intensions with no strings
attached. However, during a trade
union agitation, this ungrateful
thick in the head hoaligan got on
to a desk inside the Banking
department where Banda was the
chief and vented his spleen on his
one-time benefactor alleging that
he had obstructed their trade
union struggle. Despite all this he
confided in me after his
retirement that he bore no grudge
and did never thought of going on
the offensive although he could
have done lot of damage - the
gentleman he was. He was also a
man of high integrity and
character. In 1990 long after his
retirement he was back in
association with the Bank after
being appointed the Chief
Executive Officer of Union Trust
and Investments Ltd., a finance
company vested in the Monetary
Board of the CBSL. | met him there
as his deputy and had respected
mutual working understanding
for about a year. While during a
lunch time chat he confided in me
of a very moving experience he
had to face while he was the CA.
He had been summoned to the
Temple Trees for an appointment
with the Prime Minister. The PM
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wanted him to proceed to
London immediately and meet
a certain person who had
intimated the possibility of
arranging a loan from a private
party. The Sri Lankan go
between was a prominent
opposition party member who
about 15 years later became a
frontline cabinet minister. The
Finance Minister who was also
present had insisted that he go
immediately. But Banda had
intimated that he will go the
next day with the PM agreeing
with him. The next day he went
to London and checked into a
hotel and awaited a call from
the contact person. After

sometime the much awaited call
came anhd the man suggested
that a sum of US5100,000 be
credited to a certain given
account number of a bank in
France before proceeding
further. Banda smelling a rat
contacted one of his contacts in
France to check about the
account number. After a few
hours his friend called back to
say that the said account had
been opened that day itself and
the account haolder is an
unknown person. Through his
vast experience Banda knew
that the conman had tried to
take him for a ride and was
happy to have retired unhurt

and took the next available flight
home to report the episode to the
Prime Minister. It was a pleasure
to have associated with such
spirited, enthusiastic,
accomplished and dignified
people in so early in my career in
the Bank during the nine years
that I was associated with the
Banking.

The D-day of Banking was
December 7,1964 for it was
invaded by the fairer sex after
being a hallowed place for men
only for almost one and a half
decades from the inception of the
Bank. Nelum was her name, the
invader.

D.P. Jayasinghe

On my appointment to the
services of the Central Bank |
was given duties in Govt. Acet.
Branch it was a section to the
Banking & curenag Dept. at the
time, a few months prier to my
appoiment sarathchandra,
Yasapala, Punchi Banda
Rathnayake and some others
had assumed duties in this
particular Branch.

After [ reported to'Mr. Punchi
appuhamy the head to this
Branch, the above threc
members offered me heartfelt
warm welcome, offering me a
desk & chair on their own, to
make me comfortable. Next,
they sat around this desk and
commenced a Questionnaire.

They gave me the impression
that they were about to rag me
as in a university. '"No"
certainly not. Their intention
was to make friends with me

soon.

There after. They commenced a
dialogue you are the first female
attached to this branch "What's
your name " | didn't respond,
Then one of them opend my file.
| assumed duties on the 2nd of
November. My Birthday fell in
December, We' can eat cake
recently "Ah, Name? "Nandanie
Keerthilatha'", we'll call her
nandani, Ratnayake
commented. yasapala added,
keerithilatha is better, but [{'s too
long a name. keerthi is a man's
name. “Welbt'eall “hier
latha.Rathnayake too agreed.
Yes, othertoo also agreed. [ said
you can call me by anyname.
Even after [ die I'll be latha to
the central Bank.

That's the way, how 1 become
latha. [s italright?

Latha de Soyza

How | hecame

“latha”
to the Gentral Bank.
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Who Am12 - WhatAm 1 ~ WhatMakesMel
1.What Makes Me Live My Religion
2. What Keeps Me Human My Principles
3. What Empowers Me My Spirit
4. What Makes Me Sincere My Morale
5. What Makes Me Honest ‘My Integrity
6. What Makes Me Sympathetic My Selflessness
7. What Lift My Head High My Pride not Arrogance
8. What Teaches Me All Lessons My Mistakes

9. What Makes Me Sensual

My Insatiable Essence

10. What Makes Me Victorious My Courage
1. What Makes Me Competent My Confidence
12. What Instants My Mind My Faith

13. What Makes You Beautiful My Purity

14. What Makes Me Weak and Guilty =~ My Bad Habits

15. What Makes Me Whatl Am
F.R. Jrugalbandara

My Qualities and a Merciful Heart
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To Unknown Hands

To the unknown hands

that pulled me from the debris

To the unknown hands

that drove me to the Accident Services
To the unknown hands

that pushed the trolley to the theatre
and kept my Jewels safe

| say 'thank you'

To the unknown hands
that carefully sutured me
To the unknown hands
that took the many x'rays
“To the unknown hands
that caressed my hands
to ease the pain

again 'thank you'

known hands

that gently administered to my n
that wet my lips and
washed my blood-soaked hair
To the unknown hands
that gave me the bed pz
and made me comfortable inmy bed
To the unknown hands

that drove the ambulance

that took me to the De Soyza NH-ICU
| say 'thank you' very much

for the hands that worked

endlessly and tirelessly

at the Accident Services
De Soyza ICA and RCU
My grateful thanks

If not for these kind hands
I may not have lived to
tell this tale

The ones | know by name
I can thank them individually

but what of those countless number of
hands

to which | owe so much of my life
and recovery

God Bless the owners of these hands
whoever they are,

wherever they may be

God Bless them all-

Your compassionate love for the
unfortunate

its brokenness

Rebecca poul
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TRIBUTE TO THE RECOVERY UNIT OF THE ICU

The cacophony of noices

the doors banging constantly

the shrill of the door bell

the unceasing stream of visitors

to see a VIP

the garrulous talk of Dr Kumar

as he mends a patient deftly,

the explanation of what is blood gas
to the medical students

the incessant chatter of house officers
as they discuss treatments

the oblivious snoring of the banker

on the third bed from mine

-goes on & on

| am wide awake, alert

| cannot sleep

My mind follows every one

and everything

Even the little cut out on the wall -
"Maintenance pays Dividents"

This is Recovery unit of the ICi) where | got the
best of treatment for a speedy recovery
afterthe 8ank Bomb Blast

Dr Kumudu, that amiable Doctor —

He ran alongside me

when | was wheeled to the X'ray unit =
Has a special place in my thanks

I think of him as the 'kadisara Koombiya'
whose gentle treatment

of my broken ribs

gave me a pain free stay at the RCU

Dr Saman the other doctor

amiable and caring in his own way

Dr Sandya, Dr Ramesh

who established the arterial line

To the be-spectacled doctor

whose name | forget and to

Dr Ganesharatnam, the pleasant
Doctor from the North

under whose care | fell later on

I say thank you,

| owe it to all of you

that | lived to tell the tale

The Nursing staff in their green overalls
some of them very pretty

with winged brows over gentle eyes
and pearly white smiles

A pleasant sight to weary eyes

| loved watching them flitter

from bed. to bed like butterflies

for their caring and endearing ways
My grateful thanksThe gentle touch of the
Doctors

and the nursing staff

who lived the pain with you

and eased your misery and agony

It was their attention,

their mission of mercy

that brought about a quick recovery
They worked as a team

under the able guidance of Dr (Mrs) Attygalle
whom | met once in the RCU

for whom the admiration and respect
of the young doctors, seem to abound
Last but not least in my list

is that beloved Dr(Mrs) Rodrigo
whose simplicity and softness

was in her eyes, her smile, her touch
Her presence at my bedside

simply touched my heart

Thank you,

Thank you one and all

May God Bless you!

Rebecca Paul
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World's longest married couple share their secrets
THEIR TOP FIVE TIPS TO KEEPING THE ROMANCE ALIVE

Always be faithful: always be faithful to one another. When you get married you commit
to devoting your life to that person and even when the times are tough, don't believe that
the grass is greener...because itisn't.

Look after each other as best you can:.

Whether it is making a meal, holding your partner's hand when crossing the road or being
a shoulder to cry on when something goes wrong.

Be tolerant of each other: everyone has bad habits or annoying traits. Of course we irritate
each other occasionally, butif you want to last nearly 90 years, learn to love bad habits or it
won't work.

Listen to each other: the most important thing in a relationship is to listen.1t brings you
closer together because you are the first port of call for each other when there is anissue in
yourlife.

Follow social and religious values: always make sure you follow social or religious
values. Respect. care, cherish. love and value your partner - always treat them how you
would want to be treated yourself..

‘Sunday Times'
Sheila Lekamge

Friewosure et

An American tourist was lunching in a

restaurant in China, whose speciality was o -
duck. The waiter explained each dish as he | .
brought it to the table. R P yr

"Thisis the breast of the duck."

"This isthe leg of the duck."

"This is the wing of'the duck."

Then came a dish that the American knew
was chicken. He waited for an explanation.
silence.

"Well, he finally asked." what is this..!"

said the waiter, "It's a friend of the duck...
Sir

(From - "Reader's Digert")

Gamini Chandrsena
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Well Lived Life

Every morning as | opened the
kitchen door its sight filled me with
joy. | loved to gaze at the healthy
palms. it's shade made us cool, fruits
were given faithfully. We enjoyed its
milk. Dry palms and husks were
made for good use. About thirty
three was its life time. It was a mute
companion and the only lucky tree
we had in the garden.

Tall slender tree started slanting
towards the roof. September breezes
were quite strong. Our mute
companion thought, after faithfully
being with them for 33 years why
should | be a problem to them? Its
better to bid good bye.

Few days later it took leave from us
forever. The lucky sight was no more.
Before it left, it kept a token for years
to come. The following day the trunk
turned into rafters, to continue its
service for the future too. Oh! I'm left
with mixed feelings as its remains
were loaded to the Municipality van
forit's [astrites.

Berney Fernando
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The Annual General meeting of the association is scheduled to be held on 27th
April 2013, at the Govt. Pensioner's Resort, with all the facilities, at Thorana
Junction, Wedamulla, Kandy Road.
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cosos Sewld w@dnis Obituaries

1. £.od snebon Somn (3329) 1. Mr. G.J. Perera (3329)
20068 @6}@@&5 Exom (970) 2. Mr. U.S. Rodrigo (970)

3. 2’3 g;‘a&@gﬁm“ @;\?:;3 ({-858_2:9)1 3. Mr. A.D._Javasena (887)

5- &M @mgﬁg;@mgg e 4, Mr, 5. Wijesooriya (529)

i g 5. Mr.BS. P 543

6. DAEDL. GBS Smmy (989) R

7. 3. 0080, Do€adB S (297) )

¥ Bl ik Snin (031) 7. Mrs. KW. Karunawathie (297)

3 g o ] 8. M. D.K. Rajapakse (931)
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] 8. ‘ Our deepest sympathies for their families.
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