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QUALITIES TO INHERIT

=

Love those who hate you,

Give to those who refuse you,
Please those who displease you,
Guide those who mislead you,
Gather those who desert you,
Comfort those who are not for you,
Praise those who condemn you,

Join those who avoid you,

Je- S SOOI O e S S b

Be kind to those who are wicked to you

_.
=

Get friendly with those who are

angry with you

11.  Tolerate those who are intolerable
with you

12.  Help those who are not helpful to you,

13.  Pardon your enemies who detest you

14.  Forgive those who hate and insult you,

15.  Owr attitudes determines our attitudes of
hope

16.  Stop exposing sorrows to others.

17.  Be content to avoid contempt

18.  Meditate without hesitate see what it creates
19.  Purification yields satisfaction.

20.  Cultivate good habits results will be rapid.
21.  Live not only to gain see to others pain

22.  Expect nothing to get everything

23.  Think of others nothing should matter.

24.  Build a community with unity everwill

remain.

%i%»

- J.R. Imgalbandara - Wattala-
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CALL FROM THE PAST - il

As told in my last essay, life in the Banking was more
than a symbol of boundless joy. It was a full time
institute of learning. From Banking | was in the
Exchange Control, on January 1, 1974. That
evergreen highly disciplined and dignified Kanaks was
the Controller. | met him first in the EPF where he
was the deputy to HLD., Dressed in full white and
black tie, with matching well polished leather soled
black shoes, he swaggered along the corridor
nonchalantly. The tuk-tuk sound, echoed off the leather
shoes, he once admitted boosted his ego. Kathir calm,
quite and an extraordinarily humble gentieman of
remarkable disposition for all seasons, was deputy to
Kanaks. They were classmates at the Royal.
Jehoratnam, the Senior Assistant Controller in-charge
of the Emigration Branch, where | was posted to, was
a tall guy immensely popular and handsome, Neil, the
AC, always immaculately dressed displaying his well
laid-back charm with hi-octane looks, capable of
enticing preferably, young Tamilian colleens, aided by
his tranquilizing politeness, was undoubtedly a symbol
of humility and integrity. Chandrani functioned as the
SA with her charming self.

In addition to Emigrants’ applications, the Branch
handled Non-resident Accounts of companies and
individuals as well. | was entrusted with several files
of nen-resident companies. Associated with me
dealing other files were tall and big made Chandrapala
from down south and settled in Ratmalana and
Piyadasa from Niladandahinna. The lengthy reports
on requests for remittances of Non-Resident
Companies took its route through AC/SAC/DC and
finally to CE. Jehoratnam once confided in me that
DC has told him that he has nothing further to write
and just submitted to CE with either Yes or Regret.
The life in Emigration was peaceful and most
enjoyable. The most unforgettable experience in the
branch was the extraordinarily collective cultivated
relationship with Chandrapala, Piyadasa, Dayaratne
who was earlier in the Audit, Justin from Ratmalana
and | in association with Neil joining the fun of having
a soft drink mixed with hard stuff behind the cupboard
without the knowledge of any outsider. Even to-date it
had been a well kept secret. The girls Chandrani,
Batstone who is now in the UK, Kusum, tall and lean
and Anula chubby and comely, joining to keep the
secret well guarded for decades. In the mean time
Neil was made the AC [Travel] and he was replaced
by Robert in the Emigration.

After being in the ECD for about a month, Jayasiri
Wijenaike from Banking called me to say that he is in
a spot of trouble, as the books had not been balanced
for three consecutive days and whether | could lend
my expertise to help him out. On being agreed at HDD
level to have my services for several hours in the
Banking I ultimately consented to have a look at the
books. After listening to the Current Account ledger

ol 4 L1

clerk PBJ [who later became a DCA] | was able to
trace the error to the Secretariat, the culprit been the
late Mendis. The CA in appreciation said thank you
and | returned empty handed, whereas, Jayasiri and
PBJ later ended up as deputy heads. [This is no
vainglory].

As Kanaks moved up to the 9" floor, PC a proud
product of St. Thomas College, Mt Lavinia, an epitome
of elegance and good taste, assumed duties as CE.
By this time the country was in a spot of bother with
shortages of essentials all round, bread queues, rice
bars, kerosene cloths being the order of the day.
Everybody felt the heat except those close to the
Government. | too was feeling the heat and finding it
difficult to make ends meet. One fine day, | happen to
meet PC while answering a call of nature. As usual in
his friendly disposition, did not fail to inquire how |
was keeping. | had to be choosy in replying and related
that things are becoming difficuit. PC in his matured
wisdom immediately understood my situation and told
me to meet him in his office after work. As | sat in his
office relating my predicament in the best possible
language, PC immediately contacted Neil and wanted
him to find overtime for me in his Branch. Neil, who
was concerned about certain confidential situations
arising in the Branch, told CE the problem. He
discontinued the conversation with Neil and told me
to go home. | was more than upset but thanked him
for his kind gesture. However, by noon the next day |
found myselfin the Travel Branch after a transfer order
from the CE. It was early 1976 and within a month |
received the promotion as a Staff Assistant [SA] and
continued to be in the Travel Branch. In early 1977,
PC left the Bank and found greener pastures in
Singapore, the Central Bank losing a gentleman of
par excellence.

In late 1976 | replaced Parakkrama as SA Travel. It
was in the Travel that | met Nelson from Ragama,
Balasubramaniam from Jaffna, Reny from Kayts,
Gamini from Panadure, Sira, Kingsley, Kusum - young
and comely lass from Matale, Jayanthi - effervescent
and exuberant, Lilani - gracious and helpful, Thalatha
- innocent and graceful. It was a selfless, un-intrusive
and exclusively well knitted unit which made working
together a pleasure, There are two incidents relating
to the Branch that remains itched in my mind. |t was
reported that the Branch was famous for receiving gift
parcels from almost all travel firms during Christmas
and New Year times. |t was an open secret that these
parcels found their way to the house of the SA on the
sly. Nelson who was unassuming, trustworthy and
intelligent told me that they had access to diaries and
calendars only even that on a selective basis. | wanted
to do away from the unholy practice of the predecessor
and collected all such parcels for the day and with the
assistance of the peon categorized them and raffled
among the staff. All were wondering what was




happening. Later Nelson confided in me that it was
the first time that such a thing has happened. | replied
that people have to change for the better. Before 1977,
foreign exchange was released to groups Buddhist
pilgrims to India on the recommendation of the Ministry
of Finance. One such party who submitted an
application for the issue of a permit in late 1976 was
accompanied by a dark lean lady who introduced
herself as the lady in waiting to Mrs. Bandaranaike the
Prime Minister. She met me first and on being told
exchange will be released precisely under the
prevailing rules, perhaps not satisfied, proceeded to
speak to Neil. On receiving the same reply from Neil
she asked for permission to use the telephone to speak
to the PM. After speaking for sometime over the phene
perhaps and may be on receiving an un-favourable
message she put down the phone dejected. When
asked what happened she said that ‘Mathiniva keewa
neethiya anuwa weda karanna kiyala’ (madam told to
work according to regulations). If similar situation arose
today however, the ultimate result would be different,
The lady concerned is now a national list
parliamentarian of the ruling party.

One day in 1977, information reached office, that
Tamilians are being attacked by Sinhala thugs. Reny
a Christian Tamil from Kayts residing in a room in
Wellawatte, looking much downhearted, tells me that
he has all his certificates in the room and that he cannot
afford to lose them if his room is attacked and wanted
my help. | made Neil aware of the situation. With his
consent, | had the audacity to proceed to Reny's room
by bus, when no other person was willing, collected
his suit case from his room, wary of men and women
peer through the windows, with indignant contempt. In
the absence of a vehicle | walked with fortitude ignoring
the adversaries and got in to a Fort bound bus. Reny
was still unhappy. When inguired he says that he wants
to fly to Jaffna today itself. | telephoned Air Ceylon and
spoke to the Superintendent of Reservations, Cecil
Fernando, whom | knew over the phone only and
wanted a ticket for today’s flight to Jaffna, Cecil politely
said all seats are full for the next week. | told him of my
predicament. | insisted that he give me a seat for
tomorrow morning flight and that | will send the person
right-away. He vehemently protested and said that it
was unfair. Reny was delighted to get a confirmed ticket
for the next morning flight but had another problem.
He had no place to stay the night. | obliged by
consenting to take him to my place. We fried to take
the train. But Reny was uneasy every time somebody
loocks at him. We abandoned the idea of taking the
train and proceeded to take a bus with the suit case in
my hand. On our way at Golumadama junction, we
were uneasy on seeing a cloud of thick smoke rising
up the sky down Borupana road. | consoled Reny not
to bother as we are close to my house and | knew
most of the people in the area, He was mads
comfortable after dinner. After a cup of coffee early in
the morning, | took him on my push bicycle to the
Ratmalana airport for the six o'clock flight. It was only
after the plane took off that | left the airport. Reny, in

the course of his duties as a Supervisor of banks had
met my son recently. At an informal talk the two had
come to know of each other's identity. What is
appreciable is that even after three decades Reny
did proud of himself by recounting his experience of
1977 with gratitude to my son, who was only a toddler
at the time he came to my house.

Inthose days of restrictions and controls, many sought
EC approval for Rs .50 exchange from the CE. One
day a young sophisticated lady who has got CE's
approval for Rs.50 in exchange came to the Branch
and submitted the application to get the formal permit.
|, as usual told her to come at a certain time to collect
the permit. After about a few minutes | received a call
on the direct line from CE and in a bit of a harsh tone
ordered me to release the permit immediately to the
lady concerned wha is on her way to collect it. In the
evening PC called at our Branch on his way home
and gave a pat on my back and told ‘DP don't take
that into heart’ and sat down for a conversation with
Neil before leaving for home. | definitely had no
gualms about the incident

in the ECD, PC was succeaded by ARF who was in
his last extension. By this time the UNP was in
governance and the government announced a set of
economic reforms in late 1977 doing away with many
exchange controls restrictions so far in force and the
Department had to make way for reforms announced.
ARF, who was in the backyard in all his life in the
Bank, came to the limelight, claiming to be a teacher
of the new Minister of Finance and was riding high.
Consequent on the economic reforms, much of the
EC work was handed over to the commercial banks.
As the banks were new to the job, there were certain
occasions of the public seeking assistance from the
ECD. On one such occasion a tall young
sophisticated colleen from Oberoi was in CE”s room
in animate conversation, as | was called in. He
requested me to fill in an application for foreign
exchange, which was with the girl. | reminded the CE
that the application is printed in all three languages
and anybody should not find it difficult to fill. ARF
apparenily got annoyed over my remark and wanted
me to leave the office. He called his Secretary, if |
could remember right it was June, and got her to fill
the application. | later learned that he had vented his
spleen on me, indicating that | should not have refused
his polite request. What he possibly not aware was,
that it was a cardinal rule, in the ECD that the staff
should not fill applications for foreign exchange. Soon
thereafter, he retired. | was transferred to EPF in late
1979. The stay in the EPF was uneventful and very
short. From EPF | was in the Economic Research,
Balance of Payments Division, a stay with no regrets,
where | met Directors like ASJ, EAS, DrLEN and Dr
GMA.

- D P Jayasinghe -
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Embarrassing ..... !!

I need to revise the “death certificate |
just handed you.” My fellow doctor said to a
nurse 1 was working with,

“What’s wrong ? she asked.

“It’s a little embarrassing” he said.

“l was in a hurry when I signed it and
well, I accidentally wrote my name under
“Couse of Death.” (Readers Digest.)

- Gamini Chandrasena.- Makola-
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MOTHER

From the time of the first breath
Until you meet your death

In a short or long life

To love you there is no other
So faithfully as your mother

Nectar of life desired by all
Sweetesr of emotions love we call
In its purest of forms

Nature has placed in the mother
Selfless in nature all together

For its wants so as to rty

To the baby who can only cry
Mothers sympathy is ready

Her loving kindness see to it a needs
That feeling turned to, milk she feeds

When cutely parttling is the child
And abilities show in forms mild
How happy is a mother
Dreaming the childs future

On lines she hopes to venture

If her grown up child aptly seems

To have fulfilled her long dreams

Oh / the joys and pride of a mother

But if he or she wretchedly fails

Seen unseen how much a mother wails

] Be it a brilliant success

or life in a woeful mess

To any such child a mother

Is mother untill the last

With her love sure steadfast

For different life stages uses
Knowing nature cleverly chooses
Varied forms of the love emotion
And in mothers she enshrined
Love selflees and most refined.

But exceptions there are to a rule

Just a few sadly play the fool

Failing in the love of mothers

But regarded high motherhood remains
Noble and free of selfish gains

-W.D. A. Raymond - Kandana -
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