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Effects of plastic in
Global Warming

Do you know?

That 18 billion pounds of plastic ends up in
the Ocean each year and that is just the tip of
the Iceberg.

However, it is not that bad if it is managed
systematically. We can recycle this trash into
treasure. (Issue of National Geographic
Magazine (06-2018/Volume 5 - Issue 1)

A Toll on wild life

Animals eat it, get stuck and die from it. For
them, plastic is turning the Ocean into a
mine field.

My opinion is that The Oceanic Paradise is
turning into a Death field due to human
misbehaviour. We made it, we depend on it.
We are drowning in it.

Toll on wildlife

On a boat off Costa Rica, a biologist uses
pliers from a Swiss Army Knife to try to
extract a plastic straw from a sea turtles
nostril.

The turtle writhes in agony bleeding
profusely for eight painful minutes. You
tube video ticks on, it has logged more than
20 million views even though it's so hard to
watch. At the end increasingly desperate
Biologists finally managed to dislodge a
four inch long straw from the creature's
nose.

N 0




Raw scenes like this which lay bare the toll of
plastic on wildlife, have become familiar.
The turtle stuck in a six — pack ring its shell
warped from years of straining against the
tough plastic.

Among the marine animals sea birds are very
badly affected. The irony is that these birds
are eating plastic thinking that plastic is their
food and finally get drowned in it.

We, human beings, must try our best to save
the animals and make use of plastic usefully.
It should be recycled. The trash, muck &
plastic, managed, systematically is gold &
Treasure.

Global Warming

These muck, thrash and plastic that get into
the poles will cause Global Warming, which
in turn LAN affect the animal lives in the
polar region.

Dr. Harsha Jayawardena, Chief Surgeon in-
charge of Mason City, Municipal Clinic,
Iowa, USA, the guest speaker discussed of
Global Warming on survival of Polar bears
and the people of Kaktovik, an Eskimo
village at the edge of Arctic National Wild
Life Refuge.

He said that scientific research has shown
that the break up of the Arctic Sea Ice due to
global warming is depriving Polar bears of
valuable hunting time needed to survive the
ice-free months without food. As a result the
hungry Polar bears are being driven to the
shore, weeks earlier than usual.

If global warming trends ,continue, it will
not be encouraging for these majestic
creatures to survive. Scientists think that
Polar Bears are unlikely to survive beyond
2060 if warming trends continue.

My opinion is that, thrash, muck &. plastic
thrown into the Ocean is affecting the far
away Arctic Poles, which in return will speed
up Global Warming, and finally affect the
precious animal lives in the poles.

J.Jayawardena
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It says in the
BHAGAWADH GITA
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In the Bhagawadh Gita, Krishna tells Arjuna that when a true devotee offers him even a leaf, fruit,
flower or a drop of water, I accept I as dedicated offering from pure mind. It is not important to
heap a plate to heap a plate with gold and ornaments. What is more important is a heart full of love
and bhakti (devotion).

The life span of flowers is very short. Yet in that short period they make us happy by spreading
their fragrance.

Similarly, fruits sacrifice themselves as food for human beings, animals and birds. If they are left
unplucked they ripen and fall to the ground. When they rot and merge with the soil, they become
food for insects and worms. The seed becomes another plant.

Flowers and fruits give off themselves for the common good even though they have short lives.
We need to cultivate the same spirit of sacrifice. It is to remind ourselves of this, that we offer
flowers and fruits to God.

By —Mrs.Leela Mohanasundaram
0778378506,011-2360665
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17.10.2018
Dr. Indrajith Coomaraswamy,
The Governor,
Central Bank of Sri Lanka,
Colombo 01.

Dear Sir,

Rectification of Pension Anomalies - 2018.

We greatly appreciate and thank you for the discussion you had with us on 11th December2017.
Furthermore, you accepted that it was a good thing to have a policy with regard to increase of
pension.Our proposal to have a policy to grant 70% of the salary increases of incumbent
employees to pensioners.The Salaries and Cadre Review Commission (Presently, National
Salaries Commission) Recommended to maintain the pension of a pensioner, at least 70%
increase of the government servants in service. Our request was that this should be made after the
updating pension to the level of the year2015 of the salaries of present employees. Thereafter,
grant pensioners 70% of the salary increase granted to CBSL employees in 2018.

Sir, in your absence we had a round of discussion with Deputy Governor Mr.Ranasingha on 11th
October 2018.The discussion was very cordial. At the beginning of the discussion we were made
to understand that the updating of pension to the level of year 2015 was not considered and they
had deviated from the policy of updatingwhich was accepted in the year 2015 and updated the
pension to the year 2006. This was done according to the P.A. Circular No. 16/2015 of 25th June
2015. This was done on a structured basis, depending upon the Class, Grade and the Service
period of a pensioner.

We placed before D.G.(R) the following facts for consideration.

1. We pointed out that the Governor agreed and accepted that it was a good thing to have a
policy, when we met him on 11th December 2017.

2. By 1997, the Central Bank had decided to grant salary increases in every three years. And
increases were granted in 1997,2000,2003,2006,2009,2012,2015, and 2018.The
Government updated pension of public sector in 2004, and 2006.

3. Asstated above Central Bank also updated the pension to 2006 in 2015.Now we are in 2018
and last updated was in 2006. Therefore this was done twelve years ago, and now it is time to
have another updating of the pension.

4. The Central Bank was recorded losses in 2014 and 2015. CBSL recorded a loss of Rupees
billion 32 in 2015 and granted big increases to incumbent employees and updated the pension
t0 2006. In 2017 CBSL recorded a profit of Rupees billion 48. Therefore, we hope, there will
be no issue in granting of both our requests. I.e. updating of pension and granting of 70% of

the salary increase given to present staff. These figures are taken from the annual reports
published by the CBSL.

5. The total expenditure on present staff and pensioners in 2016 was Rupees billion 6.3 while in
2017 it was down to Rupees billion 5.4. One of the reasons is passing away of our members
and the reduction of pension and payment of medical benefits paid to pensioners who passed
away. These statistics show that it is very reasonable to grant our request.

@& |
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Some of the senior pensioners receive a basic pension much less than the C.O.L.

If you compare a basic pension of a Deputy Governor who retired in 2009 (Prior to 2009
salary increase), receives a pension three times less than a salary of a Deputy Governor.
Furthermore, his pension is much less than a Staff officer Grade [ who retired after 2015.

Most of our members are above the life expectancy age of 72 years.More than 50% of the
members have passed this age, And 40 to 60 members pass away every year. Even if you give
the pension increase now, by the year 2035 nobody will be living to avail the pension and you
will have a zero value in payment of pension. Due to this reason although at the beginning it
might show a big amount, when time passes value will become less and less and become
Zero.

We note these are the people who struggled and laid their lives to get all the benefits that
present employees are enjoying now. These men and women were raised the bank in difficult
times. Those are Fire in the bank in 1968, Insurgency in 1971 and 1989,and bomb blast in
1996.During their time they did not have the luxury of modern technology to work and did
work under much harder condition. Their effort made a significant growth in the Central
Bank during past.

We all have to purchase goods in the market at a same rate, such as rice, vegetables, meat,
medicine, petrol and diesel, sugar etc.

Old age sicknesses cost is very high. They have to employ attendants paying large amounts

Sir, we are of the view that this is the last chance that we have to adopt a policy with regard to the
payment of pension. The policy of Updating of salary has been accepted in 2015 and pension was
updated to 2006. This updating was twelve years ago and high time you consider updating the
pension to a designated year and there after increase the pension to 70%, of the salary increase
given to present staff of the Central Bank and make it the policy for future increases. Please be
kind enough to grantus an interview as early as possible.

Thanking you,
Yours Faithfully,

Jayalal Jayawardena
President
C.C.D.G(R)
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Dr. Indrajith Coomaraswamy

The Governor Central Bank of Sri Lanka,
Janadhipathy Mw,

Colombo 01.

24.10.2018

Dear Sir,

Rectification of Pension Anomalies 2018

Further to our letter dated 17.10.2018. Yesterday I spoke to Deputy Governor Mr.
K.D.Ranasingha and he informed me that they have not considered any sort of updating. It means
that the present management is deviating from the policy decided on the year 2015 of updating
the pension. This decision surprised us. More than 90% of the pensioners are our members. We
felt that the management was not considered the wish of majority and decisions were made on
wish of minority views. I would like to mansion that from former Governors to Minor employees
are members of our association.

Sir, we have explained our views at the discussion we had with you on 11th December 2017, and
our letters dated 03rd May 2018 and 17th October 2018.And we met D.G.(R) thrice on 20th
December 2017, 21st June 2018 and 11th October 2018. We are very much disappointed of the
views expressed by the D.G.(R) yesterday when [ phoned him.

Now we assume that you are trying to go back to percentage increases which we dropped in 2015.
We do not know how you are going back to do this. We are interested to have your base year, at
least. As all the pensioners who retired prior to year 2006 have been considered as if they have
been retired in the year 2006. Sir, from the beginning we have been stated that there were lot of
problems and some of the pensioners are getting lower pension than they should have availed.
This is why we asked for the methodology bank used for updating pension to the year 2006. We
went to the extent that we would drop the idea of asking for the methodology used in 2015 for the
purpose of updating pension to 2006, if management decides to update pension to a designated
year. It looks like that it is not going to happen. Under the right to information act, we can ask for
this information which the bank was very reluctant to gives us. In numerous occasions we have
asked the D.H.R. to give this information to us. However, now we will be compelled to do so.

Sir, we would like to have a discussion on this matter urgently, before this goes to the Monitory
Board.

Thanking you.
Yours Faithfully

Jayalal Jayawardena
President
C.C.D.G.(R)
D.H.R.
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Dr. Indrajith Coomaraswamy

The Governor Central Bank of Sri Lanka,
Janadhipathy Mw,

Colombo 01.

29.10.2018

Dear Sir,
Pension anomalies

Reference the discussion we had with you this morning (29-10-2018).

Thank you for granting us interview to discuss the above matter. Although we asked for the
percentages that you have proposed to the Monitory Board to increase the pension, but we were
not informed the percentages. We were made to understand that you have proposed a percentage
increase to pensioners’ who retired before the year 2000. However, we proposed to grant the
same percentage to the all pensioners who retired before 2006.

When we informed you that the government has an intention to update the pension of
government servants’ pension to a designated year and we would accept the proposed increase on
an interim basis which you agreed to consider.

We shall be much appreciated if you can consider the base year as 2006 for increase in pension
this year because already pension had been updated to the year 2006.

Thanking you.

Yours Faithfully
Jayalal Jayawardena
President
C.C.D.G.(R)
D.H.R.
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Laugh Lines by T Wickramasinghe

The miserly old man was in his death-bed. He asks - "my wife" - I am here she says.
"Kids" - yes daddy we are here they said. "Are all the family here" he asked, yes they
said. Next question; "Why is the kitchen light on."

The murderer was told that the bad news was that the blood shows that the DNA proved
he did it. The good news he said that his cholesterol is 130.

A young tourist went on a guided tour of a dirty old British castle. "Did you enjoy it"
the guide asked. It was great she said, "I was afraid of ghosts in there. How long have
you been here asked the girl. "Oh about 300 years."
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