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Dr Gamani Corea who passed away a year ago was undoubtedly

the most illustnious Sri Lankan economist

Dr. Gamani

and contnbutions nationally and internationally: his confributions
towards the New Intamabonal Economic Order, the North-South
Dialogue and the South Commission by reforming the existing
commodity trading system to bnng about a more just and

Bnuilable international economic order.

His Career

Dr Corea began his career at the Central Bank
of Sri Lanka where he became influential as
Director of Economic Research and retired as
its Deputy Governor (1970-1973). His career
at the national level included being Director
General of the Planning Secretariat where he
was the architect of the TEN YEAR PLAN that
chartered the course of economic
transformation for the Sri Lankan economy. He
played a key role in formulating economic
policy in Sri Lanka during his tenure as
Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of
Planning and Economic Affairs during
1965-1970.

He was the founder Chairman of the Marga
Institute for Development Studies and the

Corea made an enormous contribution to
development thinking in Sri Lanka and internationally. This article
captures the genesis and transitions in his thinking from his early
days, during his mission at UNCTAD and his later involvement
with the South Commission. It summarises very briefly his career

Institute of Policy Studies. He was Chancellor of the
Open University of Sri Lanka. He played a key role in
many associations and institutions in Sri Lanka.

In 1973, Dr. Corea was appointed Sri Lanka's
ambassador to the European Economic Community
(EEC) and the Benelux countries (Belgium,
Luxembourg and the Netherlands).

In 1963 he was invited by Raul Prebisch to be a
member of the team for the preparation of the first
UNCTAD Conference in 1964. He served as
Secretary General of UNCTAD from 1974 to 1984,
During his tenure, UNCTAD experienced one of the
most active moments of its history that has been
called the "Corea Decade.” He was also instrumental
in the establishment of the Group of 77. He served as
a member of the South Commission (1987-1990) and
was a member and chair of the Board of the South
Centre (2002 to 2003).



Dr. Corea promoted international economic policies
aimed at benefiting developing countries and
reinforced unity among nations of the South and
enhanced their position in multilateral negotiations.
He introduced the Integrated Programme for
Commaodities, commonly known as the Corea Plan.
He was the prime mover for the establishment of
the Common Fund for Commodities.

Dr. Corea's influence on the decision to establish
the Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative
was another of his accomplishment having
previously chaired the Expert Group of the Non-

Aligned Movement on Third World Debt, which served as the basis for the HIPC initiative. He
was a strong proponent of a New Interational Economic Order (NIEQ)

Dr Corea's contributions to Sri Lanka and the international community have been captured
succinctly by the former Prime Minister of India Dr Manmohan Singh:

“Gamani's work and thinking in the arena of economic development were of mmense
significance, not only for Sri Lanka, but also for developing countries around the world. His
contrnibution to the world of UNCTAD during his time as its Secretary General was particularly
important in ensuring that the voice of developing countries was heard and that their
developmental priorities were not lost sight of. He lent his influential voice in support of some of

the most important international initiatives aimed at the welfare of developing countries, such

as the Integrated Program for Commedities, and the Highly Indebted Poor Country Initiative.”

Dr. Nimal Sanderatne (544)

In What way is association with the unpleasant suffering?

People

It is painful to work with inconsiderate or uncooperative colleagues to be subordinate to an excessively
demanding or unreasonable superior to have an apathetic or dishonest business partner, to live next to
inconsiderate neighbors to be married to an unsuitable spouse, to witness strained relations between
one's spouse and one's parents and family members.

D. E. Abeyweera
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Purple and yellow buds are blooming against our garden wall. Nostalgic memories of more than
half'acentury comeintomymind .................. It was a starry night in cold December. It was
the Christmas eve. My two brothers, sister and | were playing with new toys till late in the
evening. Mother put us to sleep bit early to enable us to go to church for the moming Christmas
mass.

In the middle of the night we were disturbed, taken to another section to sleep, in order to provide
our sleeping area to the visitors. As [ was passing the dining room I spotted a large decorated white
cake with tiny yellow and purple flowers. The fond memory of which was to stay vivid
throughout my life. (Cakes were very rare then)

Then I was about eight years old. We lived in a big house with a large garden. There were rabbits in
cages and pigs in a corner, some coconut trees were reserved for the “Toddy Tapper”. Daily he
provided us with a fresh pot of toddy. Sometimes my mother made nice hoppers with it. To men
folk it was a delicious drink.

Uncle Billy was a regular visitor in our house. He used to play and feed the rabbits with us, related
stories. Therefore his visits were most welcome. He was a tall, dark, curly haired handsome
person. A medical practitioner by profession like my father. This time uncle Billy has not come
alone, but with a lovely young lady. She wore new frocks, but never went out. They were with us
for some weeks. | was curious.

Suddenly my mother went shopping, brought silk material, gold sandals and cosmetics for this
lady. I also noticed that when the police officers (my father's friends) visited us, father, uncle Billy
and they were careful to speak in whispers.

Another night dawned. There was half moon, it was still an enchanting night, 1 saw that lovely
lady dressed in a light pink silk sari in Kandyan style. Her long ghstening black hair was plaited
and was cascading up to her knees. Against the light of the “Patromax lamp” her slim figure
made a beautiful picture. Then came uncle Billy, smartly dressed. They bowed down and
worshipped my mother and father. Kissed me too............. | heard my father telling mother that
they have to produce themselves before the magistrate court in Kurunegala in the mornin g

In the same manner they entered our house, they left us in the dark. May be to build a new
nest | was sad, sighed and whispered to myself, perhaps “Purple and Yellow buds may
bloomintheirgarden hedgetoo...................

Berney Fernando (331)
0112657685 / 0718106042
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&ﬁ_{ﬂggc is like a Bank Account
Deposits and Withdrawals

The Local Bank Manager was a friendly adviser to all his
customers. He adviced them to increase their deposits and
minimise withdrawals.

When a young customer wanted to withdraw a Large
amount for his marriage expenses he repeated his waming
aeainst withdrawals,

The customer then inguired.

*What is the harm in withdrawing™

The Manager said, * Each time you withdraw you lose
interest’.

When the customer called at the Bank after his mamage
the Manager congratulated him and inquired .

*How is Marriage life?"

Thecustomer replied = Oh ! it i3 like o Bank Account.™

The Manager * What do vou mean? "

Thecustomer ™ Each ime | withdraw [ lose interest™

The Manager noticed that a customer who had big family
had not been making deposits for some time. He repeated
his usual advice regarding deposits. The customer
inquired.

*What is the benefit in depositing "

Manager* Each ime vou deposit vou increase yvour stock™

Customer ™ Then it is like marriage "

Manager ~ What do you mean? "

Customer * Each time | deposit | increase my stock™

- P. Wattegama -

ecHos @2 @8 eEP geed.......!

&0 anliod ogl 8o aueb godicd gogiod emed B84 58 obo oSoalddm,
oo obRtoond Gandn orlsl ptons Desod oo o GoEnbood auw ¢ sed ogom
oS8 B0 EeIebE srab B ato abed! D Bleda.

oB el gois Bo esnod sto® ol - i 00 pebsls- cik ooSecs on ous Dedd gund
ac) Boe sbimetisl, B8des BB o8 eto 084 - ecBosl BEmmed ot odalo.. ... B

4 gof oo ol mpecd eome B ems cnd@@dens’ oD &84 Hmn BEopdc ecsind Ba.

&0 oebs, & ©redit cbnels e odEs. .. ... 1
e - aandd) ... “Eod ol od olod B0 B BEaSld dogmined owedon oo

Spetd Bo po 8o cpnen odds, ol ogE® ntas oado.
Sina® amord...... Semae, gend me@ld Blomdcisn of) ot o odc - B8 oo
odss......080 &o oihad thebnd, Baxndss......"

- @8 Odfgedin-



WHEN INSULTS HAD CLASS

These glorious insults are from an era before the English language became boiled down
to 4 letter words.

A member of parliament to Disragli. British Premier “Sic .you will either die on the gallows or
of some unspeakable disease.

That depends Sir said Disraeli “Whether | embrace your policies or your mistress.”

"He had delusions of adequacy” Walter Kerr

“He has all the virtues | dislike and none of the vices | admire” British Premier Winston
Churchill

“Ihave never killed a man, but | have read many obituaries with great pleasure” Clarence
Darrow.,

“He has never been known to use aword that might send a reader tothe dictionary”
William Faulkner (about Ernest Hemingway)

'Thmhwufmmm-mﬂmhml:mmmmu-ﬁ‘l,'
Moses Hadas.
“I'didn’t attend the funeral , but | senta nice letter saying | approved of it” Mark Twain.

‘He has no enemies but is intensely disliked by his friends."Oscar Wilde

“Iam enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play bring a friend f you have
m.i

George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill

Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend second ... if there is one “Winston Churehill
in response”

“Ifeel so miserable without you : it's almost like having you here” Stephen Bishop.
“Heisa self made man and worships his creator” John Bright .

"I've just learned about his iliness. Let’s hope It's nothing trivial™ Irwin S. Cobb.
“Heisnot only dull himself : he is the cause of dullness in others” Samuel Johnson.

“He is simply a shiver looking for a spine torun up” Paul Keating

“In order to avoid being called a flirt, she always yielded easily”- Charles Count Talleyrand.
“He loves nature in spite of what it did to him" Forrest Tucker.

*Why do you sit there looking like an envelop without any address on it?” Mark Twain
“His mother should have thrown him away and kept the stork™ Mae West.

“Some cause happiness wherever they go: others whenever they go" Oscar wilde.

"He uses statistics as a drunken man uses lamp posts .. for sup port rather
illumination”

Andrew Lang (1844-1912)
"He has Van Gogh's ear for music® Billy Wilder .
“I'v had a perfectly wonderful evening. But this wasn't it” Groucho

Parakrama Jayasuriya
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